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WASHINGTON, April €--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture today reported the following recent developments in 
U.S. agricultural trade: 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS 


U.S. agricultural exports during February 1983 totaled $3.0 bil- 
lion, down 14 percent from the same month a year earlier and 3 percent less 
than the January 1983 level. Total agriciltural export volume in February of 
13.5 million tons was unchanged from the year-earlier level. Lower prices for 
corn and wheat (compared to February 1982) accounted for some of the decline 
aS export volume for these commodities was above that of the same month a year 
earlier. For nearly all other commodities, export volume and value were sub- 
stantially below February a year ago. Export unit values for corn and wheat 
continued to gain strength in February as they had since the beginning of the 
current fiscal year. 


Total agricultural exports during the first five months (Octo- 
ber-February) of fiscal 1983 were valued at $15.0 billion, down’ 17 percent 
from the same period a year earlier. Total agricultural export. volume: during 
the first five months of fiscal 1983 totaled 65 million tons, down 7 percent 
from the year-earlier period. Smaller wheat shipments earlier, in the fiscal. 
year accounted for most of the decline. i. x a 

| ‘ cage , Sa 

U.S. exports of wheat in February rose 6 percent in-volume«from 
February 1982 to 4.0 million tons, reflecting a large increase in shipments to 
India. Wheat shipments to China and the USSR were each down about 225,000 
tons compared with February 1982. The wheat export unit valuevin February of 
$163.50 per ton was 7 percent lower than a year earlier. The total value of 
wheat exports for February was down 2 percent. The wheat export volume for 
October-February of 15.5 million tons was down 17 percent, while value dropped 
23 percent to $2.5 billion. 


U.S. corn exports in February increased 10 percent in volume over a 
year earlier to 4.1 million tons, as larger shipments to Mexico, China, Japan 
and Korea offset a decline to the Soviet Union, the Netherlands and Spain. 

The corn export unit value of $114 per ton was 6 percent lower than a year 
earlier. The total value of corn exports rose 4 percent over the previous 
February. Corn export prices had strengthened significantly since October 
1982, rising 14 percent. The corn export volume for the first five months of 
fiscal 1983 was up 1 percent from the year-earlier period to 21.5 million 
tons, but the value was off 13 percent to $2.3 billion. 

-more- 


LYNN KRAWCZYK, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies may 
be obtained from FAS Information Services Staff, 5918-South, Washington, D.C. 
20250 ele lem20 2) aed = 7.05. 


Soybean shipments in February declined 2 percent to 2.4 million 
tons, with large shipments to Japan, Mexico and other countries. Soybean ex- 
port prices in February--at $236.50 per ton--were 8 percent lower than a year 
earlier. Total soybean export value dropped 10 percent in February compared. 
with a year earlier. Soybean export volume for October-February was unchanged 
from the year-earlier level of 12.3 million tons, but value was down 12 per- 
cent to $2.8 billion. 


Export volumes and values were above February a year ago for beef, 
wheat flour, feeds and fodders and soybean oil, but were down for cotton, 
rice, grain sorghum, soybean meal, poultry, dairy, horticultural products and 
Sugar and tropical products. 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS 


The value of U.S. agricultural imports in February 1983 increased 
19 percent over February 1982 and totaled $1.3 billion. This increase brought 
imports for the first five months of fiscal 1983 to $6.8 billion, 6 percent 
above a year earlier. 


Imports were substantially larger for most commodity groups in 
February 1983, except horticultural products and seeds, which recorded value 
declines of 2 and 12 percent, respectively. Livestock imports of $249 million 
and sugar and tropical product imports of $513 million were up 36 and 22 per- 
cent, respectively, from February 1982. 


For the October 1982-February 1983 period, increases in imports 
from a year earlier were posted for horticultural products, up 10 percent to 
$1.8 billion, livestock, up 20 percent to $1.3 billion and dairy products, 
$296 million up 20 percent. Sugar and tropical product imports declined 3 
percent during this period. 


AGRICULTURAL TRADE BALANCE 


The U.S. agricultural trade surplus in February was $1.7 billion, 
up 8 percent from last month but down 28 percent from the $2.4 billion of Feb- 
ruary 1983. For the first five months of the current fiscal year, the agri- 
cultural trade balance totaled $8.2 billion, down 30 percent from the same 
period a year earlier. 
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Do you need Foreign Agriculture articles are clear in addition, periodic special issues — 


e e and crisp, written to provide the export such as the recent one devoted entire! 
infor mation about information you need, in a concise and to the European Community — will aie 
extremely readable form. you a wide range of detailed information. 
e Overseas markets and buying trends? 
e@ New competitors and products? Special information is found in Forelgn H# you use agricultural facts and figures 
-@ Trade policy developments? Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted in your business, you need Foreign 
© Overseas promotional activities? news departments: Fact File, Country Agriculture. 
Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing 
Then Foreign Agriculture —USDAs News. And its tables and graphs will Subscribe today! Fill in the subscrip- 
fact-filled monthly agricultural trade give you an immediate grasp of what's tlon form and mail it now. When you 
magazine —is for you. Based on official going on overseas. receive your first colorful, fact-filled 
USDA data available nowhere else, Issue, you'll be glad you did! 
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The Foreign Agricultural Service issues a number of Foreign Agriculture Circulars during the year on various commodities 
and export services for the food and agricultural trade, as well as specialized publications pertaining to individual commodities. 
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